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or indirectly may affect] the rights of these parties, and

tend to impair their contract, your committee will not

now pretend to determine, but they deem it inexpedient,
if not unconstitutional, to legislatc at all upon this mat-

ter while a suit to settle the rights of the parties is pend-

ing in a court of justice. | | _ _

'Your committee therefore respectfully ask to be dis-

charged from the further consideration of this subject,
~and thatthe petitioners have leave to withdraw their
memorial,

Mr. Morris submitted the following report, which was
read the first time:

The mnority of the committee on internal improvement
to which was referred the memorial of the Susquehanna Ca-
nal, and the counter report of Mr. James Bosley, respect-
fully report: . . |

That in the year 1783, the legislature of Maryland “be-
ing sirongly impressed with the general btility of the under-
taking,” incorporated a compagy called The Proprietors of
the Susquehanna Canal, with adthority to cut a canal at Love
Island, and continue the sam : to tide water on the Susque-
hanna river. By actof 1799, chap. 17, the powers of this
company were enlarged, and a loan of 30,060 in specie
granted by the state to the company. |

The. memorial of the proprietors of the Susquehanna
states their pndertaking  has been completed  with
great individual exertion and by the expeaditure of
large sums of money; that the congenience of traders
demands that arks and rafts passing™ through the canal
should have some situation w thin the same where they
can remain protected from the perils incident to the im-
petuosity of the river during the time occupied by the tra-
ders inmaking artangemems with purchasers for the sale of
their commaditics; that they soon discovered the necessity
of some sale place of reireat, and they have for the accom-
modation of the public, constructed at great expense, three
ponds or reservoirs; which they find altogether uadequate
to gratify the exigences of tae greatly inereasing trade of
the canal, through'which is passed annually to the waters of
the Chesapeake commodities 19 the value of several milli.
ons of doltars. . That additicnal ponds are requisite for the
convenience and accomniodation of those who are in the hauit

of passing through the caual; and that they caunot be



